
Exciting, Enriching, And Surprisingly Easy: Tips 
And Tricks to Contribute Your Knowledge in an 

FDLP Academy Webinar





Fear

No time



In High school and the 
first years of college, I 
was too timid to make a 
phone call

When we moved to Puerto Rico, 
it took me 5 years to be 
comfortable speaking Spanish 
even though I understood and 
read it really well. 



How I started doing webinars
Joe Paskoskiasked me at a conference

Who me?
L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ƴŀƳŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
I am not a researcher, I barely know that Congressional committees 
exist and still am not sure exactly how it works

I am passionate about the need for an educated citizenry and that 
includes those who are poor, marginalized, not served, and the 
speakers of other languages

I am an educator 

There are as many styles as there are presenters and there are 
multiple topics 



Questions to ask 
yourself when planning:  
who, what, when, 
where, how and why  

PLANNING YOUR WEBINAR



Define your audience:
Colleagues 
Students (What level?)
General Public
Particular Groups (Children, Nurses, Senior 
Citizens, others)
Faculty
Researchers
Others
Many presentations can combine various 
audiences and many presentations easily 
become webinars.



Any Topic Related to 
Government  Information:

Specific agencies
Particular themes
Congressional Documents and Information
Special Collections
Specific documents of historic value
How to do it sessions



Once you have developed a presentation there are 
numerous places to present it, including locally, at 
other virtual conferences, to schools, to classroom 
groups and even on your library web page

Start now, do one a year, one every 
six months, one a month or even 
one a week. 



Ask yourself, How would I want this information 
presented if I did not know the topic

Think about it for awhile
Ask colleagues and users 
Make an outline
Fill in the details
Add links to more detailed information and to 
supporting documents
Choose images and graphics 
Create images and graphics if needed 



A popular government without popular information, or the means of 
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy; or perhaps 
both, Knowledge will forever govern ignorance; and a people who 
mean to be their own Governers, must arm themselves with the 
power which knowledge gives. 

James Madison
(letter to W. T. Barry, August 4, 1822

Of course, for our 
wonderful library users and 
colleagues



Be Yourself

Choose a topic you know and are passionate about

Do something you do daily 

Have colleagues listen to a practice session and be present 
when you do the webinar

Get feedback from students and/or others who know nothing 
about your topic


